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Amazon Mechanical Turk 
Release Notes 
Release Date: 2006-04-27 

Latest WSDL/API Version: 2006-03-20 

New Features 

The following table lists the new features in all the releases since the latest 

WSDL/API version was released: 

Feature Description 

New API Version The latest version of the Mechanical Turk 

Requester Service API is: 2006-03-20 

To use the new API, make sure your application is 

specifying the API version in each request: SOAP 

users, upgrade your application to the latest 

WSDL.  REST users, specify the Version 

parameter with a value of 2006-03-20 with each 

request, and use the latest schema.  See the 

Developer Guide for more information. 

Get all your HITs You can now retrieve all of your HITs using the 

web services API.  You are not limited to just the 

reviewable HITs.  The new SearchHITs operation 

returns all of your HITs, regardless of their status.  

(Disposed HITs are not returned.)  

Force a HIT to 

expire 

immediately 

If a HIT is available for Workers to accept and you 

don’t want it to be, you can now call the 

ForceExpireHIT operation to cause the HIT to 

become unavailable immediately.  The effect is 

similar to the HIT reaching its expiration date: 

New Workers are not allowed to accept the HIT, 

Workers currently working on the HIT are allowed 

to submit results, and once outstanding 

assignments have been submitted, the HIT 

becomes “reviewable.”  A force-expired HIT can 

be brought back to life with a call to ExtendHIT, 

just as if the HIT expired naturally. 

ForceExpireHIT is less drastic than DisableHIT, 

giving you more control over how submitted and 

in-progress assignments should be handled.  If 

you want to withdraw a HIT but still want to 

process submitted assignments, use the 
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ForceExpireHIT operation. 

Get assignments 

of a particular 

review status 

The GetAssignmentsForHIT operation now lets 

you control whether it returns assignments 

awaiting your approval, assignments that have 

already been approved, or assignments that have 

been rejected.  By default, the operation returns 

assignments of all three states. 

New HIT fields 

and a new 

response group 

The HIT data structure now includes three new 

fields that summarize the status of the HIT’s 

assignments: NumberOfAssignmentsAvailable 

shows how many Workers can accept the HIT (up 

to the HIT’s MaxAssignments value).  

NumberOfAssignmentsPending shows how 

many Workers are currently working on the HIT. 

NumberOfAssignmentsCompleted shows how 

many Workers have submitted results for the HIT. 

These new values appear in the HIT data structure 

when the AssignmentSummary response group 

is specified.  The SearchHITs operation has this 

group turned on by default.  To see these fields in 

responses from other operations that return a HIT 

(such as GetHIT), specify the 

AssignmentSummary response group in your 

request. 

For more information, see the Developer Guide: 

API Reference, Data Structures, HIT. 

Get your pending 

account balance 

The GetAccountBalance operation now returns 

an additional value that represents the amount of 

money from bank transfers to your Amazon 

Mechanical Turk account that are in progress.  

When you initiate a transfer to your Amazon 

account, the money is put “on hold” while the 

transfer is processed.  Once a transfer is 

complete, the money appears in your Amazon 

account balance and can be used to pay for HITs.  

GetAccountBalance now returns both your “on 

hold” balance and your Amazon account balance 

as separate values. 

Minor API and 

documentation 

fixes 

GetAssignmentsForHIT can no longer sort 

results based on the “Answer” field. 

GetAssignmentsForHIT will return completed 

assignments for a HIT at any time, even if the HIT 

is not “reviewable.” (This was always the case, 
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but the documentation originally said otherwise. 

The documentation has been fixed.) 

Every Qualification test must have a test duration 

specified.  The TestDurationSeconds parameter 

is required whenever a Test is specified to the 

CreateQualificationType and 

UpdateQualificationType operations. 

The service returns a HITStatus value of 

“Unassignable” for HITs with no available 

assignments that are still waiting for results to be 

submitted.  The WSDL/XSD erroneously listed this 

value as “NotAssignable.”  The WSDL/XSD has 

been corrected.  Note that the service has always 

used the correct value (“Unassignable”): This is a 

fix to the WSDL for use with clients that validate 

responses or otherwise expect the values to 

match the XSD. 

Known Issues, Resolved Issues 

If you have any questions or information regarding a potential bug, please let us 

know using the “Contact Us” form on the Requester web site.  Visit 

http://requester.mturk.amazon.com/, select “FAQ” from the upper-right-hand 

corner, then select “Contact Us.” 

 


